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Wanted:  Favorite  Vignettes 

The  committees  that  are  working  to  produce 
a  cookbook  with  the  flavor  of  Tslegraph  Hill 
and  North  Beach  are  still  soliciting  anecdotes 
to  be  interspersed  amongst  the  recipes.  The 
goal  is  to  convey  the  character  of  life  on  The 
Hill  in  its  amazing  variety. 

June  Fraps,  who  is  guiding  the  effort,  wants 
to  remind  members  that  the  little  stories  can 
be  about  almost  anything  as  long  as  it  has  to 
do  with  food  and  drink.  They  do  not  have  to 
be  earnest  or  contemporary.  Casual  accounts 
of  personal  experiences  and  observations  or  in¬ 
cidents  are  exceedingly  welcome.  They  do  not 
have  to  be  in  polished  form. 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  contributions,  all  submit¬ 
ted  by  one  member  to  show  that  almost  any 
subject  can  be  used.  June  Fraps’  address  is  1941 
Stockton  Street,  and  her  phone  number  is 
392-1187. 


Brandy  is  a  well-loved  chubby  red  dog  who 
lives  on  Filbert  Street.  She  has  a  big  bark  but 
doesn't  bite.  She  does  like  to  carry  things  in  her 
mouthy  however. 

The  nice  people  at  R  Pollaio  on  Columbus 
save  bones  and  scraps  for  her  as  a  treaty  and 
she  goes  often  with  her  person,  Allie,  to  collect 
her  treasure  in  a  brown  bag. 

She  wags  her  tail  all  the  way  home,  the  bag 
clutched  tightly  in  her  teeth.  R  is,  of  course, 
Brandy's  Doggie  Bag. 

Arf! 

June  A.  Osterberg 


The  1100  block  of  Kearny  Street  on  the 
southern  slope  of  Telegraph  Hill  is  one  of  the 
steepest  in  town.  The  sidewalks  are  cut  into 
stairs  for  the  puffing  pedestrians. 


June  was  one  of  many  Hill  residents  who 
skipped  down  the  steps  in  the  morning  on  the 
way  to  work  and  clambered  back  up  the  stairs 
at  the  end  of  the  day. 

One  fine  evening  in  the  early  '50s  she  was 
blithely  running  up  the  eastern  steps,  when  she 
heard  a  voice  yell  from  the  other  side:  "STOP 
THAT!" 

She  halted  abruptly  and  saw  across  the  pave¬ 
ment  a  mature  man,  a  paisano,  who  continued 
in  a  friendly  shout:  “ You  kill-a  yourself  run¬ 
ning  up  those  stairs!  Don't  do  that!  Walk  up, 
and  when  you  get  this  far,  stop .  Turn  around. 
Look  at  the  view.  Catch  your  breath  and  eat 
lots  of  garlic  and  drink  plenty  red  wine.  And 
you  will  live  to  be  as  old  as  me!" 

Then,  with  a  wink  and  cackle,  he  was  on  his 
way.  Ever  afterward  June  remembered  his  ad¬ 
monitions  and  always  paused  to  admire  the 
skyline,  and  catch  her  breath.  Oh  yes,  the  garlic 
and  red  wine,  too. 

June  A.  Osterberg 


Telegraph  Hill  always  has  had  cats.  Many 
of  them  do  not  have  conventional  homes.  They 
live  by  their  wits  and  the  generosity  of  people 
on  The  Hill. 

Amongst  the  most  generous  with  a  handout 
were  the  women  who  worked  at  The  Shadows 
in  the  years  when  it  was  a  popular  German 
restaurant.  The  prospect  of  leftover  sauer- 
braten  or  scraps  of  Wiener  Schnitzel  kept  an 
attentive  scattering  of  independent  cats  loiter¬ 
ing  on  the  Filbert  Street  steps. 

One  evening  a  waggish  customer  picked  up 
one  of  the  outdoor  cats  on  his  way  up  the  stairs. 
He  draped  the  cat  over  his  right  arm.  When 
he  entered  the  restaurant  he  announced:  *  'Good 
evening.  I'd  like  to  check  my  cat  and  coat!" 

June  A.  Osterberg 
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982-7639 
523  Broadway 


Angel's  Flowers 


Fresh  Flowers  Direct  From  Nursery 
Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
Weddings,  Corsages 
Fresh  &  Dry  Arrangements 
Plants  and  Cards 


1554  Stockton  •  397-5356  •  9  to  6:30  Mon. -Sat. 


Lunch  &  Dinner 

1 1:00  a.m. 
to 

10:00  p.m. 
Open  Sundays 


PRINTING 

PLACE 

" Quality  Small  Press  Printing " 


■  Competitive  Prices 

■  Stationery/Business  Cards 

■  Newsletters 

■  Brochures/Flyers 

■  Announcements 

■  NCR  Forms 

■  Stats 


528  GREEN  ST.  at  GRANT 

in  North  Beach 

(415)  391-0730 

wvwww 


June  Fraps  creates  monster  magic. 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


UJi 
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GREENWICH  STREET  PUMPKIN  CARVING 


Neighbors  carved,  par- 
tied,  and  displayed 
their  masterpieces  at 
the  bewitching  hour. 
The  event  was  held  at 
Maude  Hallin’s  home. 
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Abraca  Dabra 

Housekeeping  Agency 

High  Quality-Dependable-Systematic 

We  use  only  your  cleaning  products  and 
equipment  to  insure  proper,  continued  care. 

738  Union  Street  Phone 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  956-2194 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old.  World  Craftsmanship" 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  *  7S1-6277  _ 


Caffe  Babies 

On  Saturday  mornings  baby  squeals  blend  with 
Puccini  in  one  big  joyous  chorus  of  humanity 
at  the  Caffe  Trieste.  Regulars  at  the  Trieste 
estimate  that  almost  20  parents  are  using  the 
Trieste  as  nursery,  babysitter,  and  life  school. 
Tbddlers  soak  up  discussions  on  Jack  Sarfatti 
physics  and  Redo  art  as  mom  and  dad  er\joy 
their  morning  cappuccino. 

The  arrangement  seems  to  please  both  kids  and 
adults.  Babies  are  often  passed  down  the  line 
of  coffee  drinkers  to  be  cooed  at  and  cuddled. 
Regulars  have  watched  the  children  grow. 
Anna,  for  instance,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joe  and 
Birgitta  Durrett,  has  gone  from  baby  to  ram¬ 
bunctious  toddler.  ‘  ‘Anna  spilled  coffee  all  over 
the  place  today,”  laughs  David  Gladstone.  He 
er\joys  the  kids  being  ‘  ‘their  own  little  maniac 
selves.’  ’ 

The  Trieste’s  Iolanda  serves  as  surrogate  grand¬ 
mother  and  chief  baby  kisser.  The  doting  Iolan¬ 
da  keeps  pictures  of  her  favorite  little  ones  to 
share  with  customers  and  often  interrupts 
coffee-serving  by  gathering  the  curly-haired 
Anna  in  her  arms.  Iolanda  and  babies  make  the 
Trieste  as  warm  as  Christmas. 


Graffiti  Grapplers  Come  Forward 

North  Beach  Neighbors  has  asked  Tblegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  to  volunteer  to  keep  one  site  in 
our  district  graffiti  free.  The  Board  chose  the 
North  Beach  Public  Library. 

If  you  know  of  any  other  sites  crying  out  to  rid 
themselves  of  graffiti,  contact  Paul  Gottlober 
or  Jim  Miller  at  956-7848,  or  write  a  letter  to 
the  Semaphore. 
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Non-Incumbents 
Meet  the  Neighbors 

When  Virginia  Sletteland  volunteered  to 
call  candidates  for  Candidates  Night,  she 
didn’t  know  that  she  would  end  up  mak¬ 
ing  cookies  and  brownies  for  all  those  at¬ 
tending.  But  as  always  Virginia  came 
through  beautifully. 

Nine  non-incumbent  candidates  for  super¬ 
visor  spoke  briefly  and  answered  questions 
at  the  November  2  event  co-sponsored  by 
THD  and  North  Beach  Neighbors.  The 
forum  was  held  at  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center. 

Along  with  Virginia,  Jeanne  Milligan,  Jim 
Stevens,  and  Cheryl  Bentley  organized  the 
evening. 


55  FRANCISCO 

JMA  Properties  made  a  presentation  of  their 
final  project  plans  for  2 V2  stories  of  office 
buildings  over  3  V2  stories  of  parking  to  THD  and 
sent  them  to  the  Department  of  City  Planning. 
In  turn,  THD  represented  by  Jeanne  Milligan, 
sent  JMA  and  the  Planning  Dept,  the  result  of 
the  THD  committee  meeting  which  reviewed 
the  plans.  It  states  that  THD  does  not  have  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  project  if  the  traffic  and  the 
shadow  study  are  correct.  THD,  however,  does 
have  some  concerns:  (1)  parking  levels  should 
be  hidden  from  public  view  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble  (THD  strongly  suggests  landscaping  as  a 
means  to  accomplish  that),  (2)  additional  land¬ 
scaping  on  the  roof;  and  (3)  adjustment  to  the 
design  because  the  present  design  has  the 
visual  impact  of  a  very  dense  project. 


Mother,  Baby  and  Cappuccino 
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)IT  TCWEP  SHOP 

1 

T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 

m 

A  ff. 

*  A.  U 

i  a.  4  'jr  ■ 
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Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks  | 

JUMTIJS 

CAST1E 

1541  Montgomery  St.  San  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

All  major  credH  card*  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Par  tie*  Welcome 


Environmental  Control  Tackles 
the  Refuse  Dilemma 

A  meeting  with  representatives  from  Dept,  of 
Public  Works,  Dept,  of  Public  Health,  and  Mayor 
Art  Agnos’  office  and  with  Paul  Gottlober,  Jeanne 
Milligan,  and  Jim  Miller  from  THD  was  held  in 
September  to  address  the  issues  THD  has  been 
raising  regarding  the  garbage  and  litter 
throughout  our  neighborhood.  As  a  result  of  that 
initial  meeting  several  actions  have  taken  place. 

Two  representatives  from  the  Bureau  of  Street 
Cleaning  and  Environmental  Control,  Jere 
Driscoll  and  Scott  Shaw,  came  to  the  October  THD 
Board  meeting  to  discuss  the  chronic  trash  pro¬ 
blems  and  possible  solutions.  The  manual  street 
sweeping  on  the  hill  has  been  reduced  in  frequen¬ 
cy  from  once  a  week  to  once  every  three  weeks, 
due  to  budgetary  constraints  and  loss  of  Federal 
funding  to  the  city,  the  Board  learned.  The  pro¬ 
blem  is  not  only  compounded  by  this  reduction 
in  service  but  also  by  increasing  population  and 
visitors  to  the  area. 

Driscoll  and  Shaw  reported  that  stake-outs  were 
set  up  at  some  of  the  locations  where  the  public 
debris  containers  are  located  to  catch  those  who 
dump  household  garbage  and  issue  them  cita¬ 
tions.  Several  citations  were  issued  from  just  a 
couple  of  evenings  of  observation.  This  is, 
however,  costly  to  the  city  but  hopefully  acts  as 
a  deterrent  to  those  offenders. 

Scott  Shaw  explained  a  new  program  that  DPW 
is  launching.  The  Broom  Brigade  consists  of  Block 
Captains  on  each  street  from  residents  who 
volunteer.  Each  Block  Captain  will  be  supplied 
with  a  large  push  broom,  plastic  bags  and  a  metal 
rim  to  which  the  bags  can  be  attached.  The  Block 
Captain  will  sweep  up  trash,  on  the  sidewalks  and 
the  curb  area  when  parked  cars  move  out  of 
spaces.  This  program  is  not  intended  to  replace 
manual  street  sweeping  but  to  help  alleviate  the 
trash  on  streets,  especially  those  that  do  not  have 
mechanical  cleaning.  DPW  will  then  pick  up 
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the  bags  of  trash  and  haul  them  away.  The  Block  Cap¬ 
tains  will  hopefully  generate  interest  on  their  street 
and  can  get  others  involved  and  pass  on  the  broom 
and  supplies  to  their  neighbors. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volunteering  to  be  a  Block 
Captain,  please  call  Jere  Driscoll  at  695-2017. 

In  addition,  Bart  Miller,  co-chair  of  THD’s  En¬ 
vironmental  Control  committee,  has  written  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Department  of  Public  Health  requesting 
that  the  city  make  a  concerted  effort  to  cross  check 
with  Golden  Gate  Scavenger  Co.  the  addresses  of 
residents  who  are  dumping  household  garbage  to 
determine  if  the  owners  are  providing  adequate  gar¬ 
bage  containers  for  their  buildings. 

Your  help  is  needed  to  conquer  the  refuse  problem. 

Please  call  Jim  Miller  at  445-4975  to  volunteer  to 
help  THD  to: 

1 .  Survey  businesses  in  order  to  get  permission  for 

more  pole  baskets  in  the  commercial  areas. 

2 .  Write  letters  to  push  for  outlawing  of  styrofoam 
and  plastic. 

3.  Write  letters  to  get  higher  return  deposits  on 
glass  bottles. 

Call  Ben  Gale  at  Dept,  of  Public  Health  —  554-2770 
to  report  addresses  of  those  dumping  household  gar¬ 
bage  illegally! 

And  again,  don’t  forget  to  call  Jere  Driscoll,  Dept, 
of  Public  Works  —  695-2017  to  volunteer  to  be  a 
Block  Captain! 

A  small  effort  made  by  many  can  turn  the  tide  and 
once  again  make  our  environment  one  we  all  enjoy. 

Jim  Miller 


North  Beach  Then  and  Now 

The  light,  color  and  atmosphere  of  North  Beach 
have  inspired  artists  for  generations.  Now  the 
Jan  Holloway  Gallery  has  gathered  together  a 
good  many  products  of  this  inspiration  in  a  ma¬ 
jor  exhibition  entitled  ‘  ‘North  Beach  Then  and 
Now.” 

“Then”  is  the  period  1920-1955,  and  “Now” 
features  contemporary  works  going  back  to 
1955,  particularly  those  of  Maury  Lapp,  whom 
we  often  see  at  his  easel  on  North  Beach 
sidewalks. 

The  work  of  dozens  of  painters  and  sculptors 
is  represented,  including  Add  Bonn,  Emmy  Lou 
Packard,  Sam  Provenzano  and  Ralph 
Stackpole. 

Besides  paintings  there  are  water  colors,  draw¬ 
ings,  lithographs  and  sculptures.  They  are 
representational,  reflecting  the  many  moods 
and  places  and  times  of  this  remarkable 
neighborhood.  They  are  for  sale  at  moderate 
prices. 

The  Jan  Holloway  Gallery  at  414  Francisco 
Street  opened  April  1,  1986.  It  shows  work  of 
this  century,  1900  to  the  present,  and  especially 
of  the  Thirties. 

‘‘North  Beach  Then  and  Now”  runs  through 
January  28. 

June  A.  Osterberg 


Clyde 

Winters 

Design 


2200  mason  street 
sen  francisco 
9  4  13  3 

415  391  5643 
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TRANSIT  AND  YOU 


MEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 

Levi’s  Plaza 

Services 

1475  San  some  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA. 
781-8200 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 

Coit  Liquors 

off  Washington  Square 

S8S  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
BAN  FRANCISCO  94133 
TELEPHONE  911  4038 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(41b)  398  4094 


TOWER  LAUNDROMAT 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 
Dry  Clean  •  Finish  Shirts 
Wash,  Dry  &  Fold 

Monday  to  Saturday  421-2021 

1800  Stockton  Street  at  Greenwich 


So  you  drive  everywhere  and  don’t  feel  you 
need  to  read  this  article?  Wrong  —  read  on. 

MUNI  estimates  that  perhaps  one  third  of  their 
employees  commute  to  work  from  outside  SF. 
Where  do  they  park?  On  city  streets.  In 
neighborhoods,  just  like  ours. 

Recently  MUNI  requested  90  residential  park¬ 
ing  permits  for  commuter  employee  parking  (10 
permits  for  each  of  the  9  MUNI  districts).  Ra¬ 
tionale?  Transit  service  incompatible  with 
employee  schedules  MUNI  shuts  down  when 
employees  are  working  late. 

THD  transportation  committee  protested  this 
action.  Nancy  Katz,  co-chair,  presented  the 
THD  position  to  the  Government  Operations  Com¬ 
mittee  at  City  Hall.  Supervisor  Bill  Maher  sup¬ 
ported  the  neighborhoods,  but  the  others  (Ken¬ 
nedy  and  Nelder)  did  not.  As  a  compromise,  the 
GOC  returned  the  legislation  for  revision  to  in¬ 
clude  only  the  West  Portal  MUNI  district.  The 
West  Portal  neighborhood  must  concede  some 
of  its  permit  parking  because  the  West  Portal 
MUNI  control  center  operates  24  hours  per  day, 
but  the  public  transit  system  doesn’t. 

Remember  there  are  nine  MUNI  districts.  This 
legislation  is  just  the  beginning  of  more  en¬ 
croachment  on  our  streets  by  non-resident 
parkers. 

Another  MUNI  project,  the  Harrison  Street 
Vehicle  Stop  ($35  million)  hit  a  similar  snag. 
Neighbors  and  businesses  protested  the  poten¬ 
tial  use  of  city  streets  for  commuter  employee 
parking.  MUNI  was  forced  to  add  a  parking 
garage  to  the  facility.  Great  idea?  Wrong.  The 
extra  money  required  to  build  that  garage 
would  have  paid  several  years  of  present  ser¬ 
vice  cuts!!!  MUNI  had  to  pay  $8  million  extra 
out  of  transportation  funds  for  employee 
parking. 
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THD  asked  a  MUNI  spokesman  about  using 
regional  transit  to  provide  transportation  for 
its  commuters.  Great  idea?  Yes,  but  the  myriad 
of  Bay  Area  transportation  bureaucracies  have 
been  trying  for  four  years  to  establish  an  in¬ 
terdistrict  commuter  employee  transportation 
plan,  but  no  plan  is  forthcoming. 

If  you  add  the  MUNI  commuters,  the  com¬ 
muters  from  every  other  phase  of  city  govern¬ 
ment,  schools,  fire  and  police,  the  number  of 
cars  parking  and  sitting  in  SF  neighborhoods 
is  significant.  City  fathers  should  consider  the 
immediate  benefit  to  the  transit  health  of  the 
city  of  issuing  transit  passes  to  all  employees 
who  do  not  need  a  car  during  their  shift. 

Perhaps  the  next  time  our  city  fathers  want  to 
cut  our  transit  service,  they  will  analyze  the 
adverse  effects  on  the  flow  of  business  and  ser¬ 
vices  within  the  city  caused  by  our  streets  be¬ 
ing  used  for  public  parking  lots. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 

Is  The  Only  Way  To  Go! 

* 

Telegraph  Hill’s  Johnny  Appleseed 

On  his  own  plant  lover  Christopher  Wand 
organized  a  tree  planting  which  took  place  on 
portions  of  Green  and  Union  Streets  and  in¬ 
cluded  planting  a  tree  in  front  of  Caffe  Roma. 
Christopher  and  crew  planted  a  total  of  nine 
trees. 

Neighbors  and  the  Semaphore  thank 
Christopher  for  his  initiative  and  hard  work. 
We  nominate  him  for  a  prominent  position  on 
the  Parks  and  Open  Space  Committee. 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P.  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chfucn 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car! ’’ 

Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


Your  one  easy 
stop  for 
natural  foods 
in 

North  Beach 

Mon-Fri  9a-9p 
Sat  &  Sun  10a-8p 


1336  Grant  Ave. 

(between  Green  &  Vallejo) 

cl  t  u  r  cl  /  F  o  o  d  s  3810 
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mon  mi 

19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco.  CA  9-1108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  Union 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362-8133. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


Luigi  &  Maria  Borzoni 


u.s. 


Restaurant, 

Inc. 


431  Columbus  Ave. 
1434  Stockton  St. 
(415)  362-6251  San  Francisco  94133 


A  Multi-National  Thanskgiving 

On  November  17  Thanksgiving  set  to  the  tune  of 
a  rap  beat  and  sung  in  assorted  accents  came  early 
to  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center.  The 
Tel  Hi  Board  bought  and  served  turkey,  ham,  and 
all  the  fixings  to  250  people.  The  Tel  Hi  staff  ar¬ 
ranged  for  the  cooking  of  the  feast  with  Lee 
Roberson  coordinating  the  plans. 

It  was  a  Thlegraph  Hill  kind  of  party  with  rich  and 
poor,  young  and  old,  and  a  spectrum  of  na¬ 
tionalities.  The  Italian  contingent  of  senior 
citizens  brought  bottles  of  wine  to  accompany  the 
meal,  and  the  teenagers  rap  danced  afterwards. 

Board  member  Jeanne  Milligan  was  impressed 
with  ‘  ‘the  senior  citizens  who  loved  all  the  noise. 
There  I  was  complaining  about  it,  and  they  loved 
having  all  the  confusion  around  them.” 


Terry  Achelis 
Leaving  Telegraph  Hill 

‘  ‘Terry’s  name  is  on  most  of  the  ads,’  ’  said  Melissa 
Welch,  the  Semaphore's  new  ad  coordinator. 
‘‘What  does  it  mean?” 

Not  to  worry.  Terry  Achelis  is  her  own  operation, 
keeping  track  of  her  own  ads  and  bringing  in  new 
ones  with  each  edition.  She  is  an  ad  coordinator’s 
dream  —  efficient,  observant  of  deadlines,  and 
a  sales  dynamo. 

But  Terry’s  personal  talents  keep  pace  with  her 
sales  abilities.  She’s  interested  in  her  world  tak¬ 
ing  courses  from  photography  to  taxes  and  in  her 
personal  way  deeply  involved  with  issues  on  the 
hill.  Terry  is  not  one  to  stand  up  at  THD  dinners 
and  talk,  but  converse  with  her  privately  and  you 
find  her  opinions  are  clear  and  informed. 

Yet  such  is  the  way  of  the  world  that  even  special 
things  must  end.  Terry  will  be  moving  to  Palo  Alto 
in  the  spring.  THD  will  always  have  a  spot  for  a 
zest  for  life,  a  direct  gaze,  and  a  sense  of  humor 
that  only  Terry  Achelis  can  fill.  We  wish  our  dear 
friend  the  best. 
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Crime  on  Telegraph  Hill 

The  police  report  an  increase  in  auto  breakins 
in  recent  months.  Thieves  are  not  only  going 
after  stereos  and  tape  decks,  but  anything  visi¬ 
ble  -  groceries,  packages,  envelopes,  files,  etc. 
You  are  urged  to  leave  nothing  in  your  car 
which  can  be  seen  from  the  outside. 

In  crime  statistics  for  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  note  that  burglaries  have  increas¬ 
ed  during  the  period.  Make  sure  your  home  is 
secure  and  that  all  doors  and  windows  are 
locked. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Crime  Committee,  or  if  you  have  any  pro¬ 
blems  or  questions  relating  to  crime  in  our  area, 
please  call  Kitty  at  986-0472. 

Catherine  Donnelly 


CRIME  STATISTICS,  TELEGRAPH  HILL 

1988  vs.  1987 

Sept.  -  Oct 


Type 

1987 

1988 

Change 

Homicide 

Q 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

Robbery 

4 

4 

Assault 

18 

32 

Burglary 

23 

32 

Theft 

78 

92 

Auto  Theft 

23 

14 

Other 

154 

128 

TOTAL 

300 

302 

0.7% 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

146 

174 

19.2% 

*  Homicide,  Rape,  Robbery, 

Assault, 

Burglary,  Grand/ 

Petty  Theft,  Auto  Theft,  Purse  Snatch 


Where  Are  The  Parakeets? 

The  canary- winged  parakeets  have  been  miss¬ 
ing  from  the  Union-Montgomery  section  of  the 
Hill.  Has  anyone  seen  them? 

For  sightings  or  knowledge  of  what  happened 
to  them,  please  contact  Cheryl  Bentley, 
392-4081. 


sculpture 

982-2229 

1529b  grant  ave.,  a.  f.  94133 


M 


RESTAURANT 

34 7  Geary  Street  San  Franc aca  CA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  distnct 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00  am  to  1:00  am 


For  reservations  please  call  989-6733. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


CAFFERATA 

RAVIOLI 

FACTORY 


G  BIRADELLI 

(415)  392-7544 


700  COLUMBUS  AVE.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
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A  Picnic 
in  honor  Oj 
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n  September 
Maggie  Baylis 
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Problems  with  Street  People 
On  Upper  Grant 

Merchants  on  Upper  Grant  have  complained 
about  street  people  loitering  in  their  doorways. 
According  to  Central  Station  Captain  Richard 
Cairns,  the  police  department  has  instituted  a 
specific  patrol  within  the  last  three  months  to 
deal  with  the  problem.  Within  this  time  1,000 
arrests  and  citations  have  been  made  in  the 
Central  Station  district. 

‘  ‘You  can’t  arrest  someone  for  being  ugly,’  ’  says 
Captain  Cairns.  “You  can  arrest  them  for  be¬ 
ing  drunk  in  public,  for  begging,  for  drinking 


in  public.’’ 

However,  Captain  Cairns  is  candid  in  admitting 
that  the  arrests  do  not  solve  the  problem.  After 
the  arrest  the  street  person  does  not  get  help. 
“They  get  a  citation.  They  get  arrested.  They 
get  put  out  by  the  sherriff  because  there  is  no 
room  in  the  jail.” 

Cairns  seems  to  feel  that  arrest  is  a  stopgap 
measure.  ‘  ‘What  do  I  do  with  them?  The  sher¬ 
riff  can’t  keep  them.  I  can’t  keep  them  inside.’  ’ 

In  the  meantime,  Captain  Cairns  invites  mer¬ 
chants  bothered  by  street  people  to  contact 
him  at  553-1531. 


16 


Scenes  from  North  Beach  by  Cindy  Schafer 


HAS  IT  REALLY  BEEN  A  YEAR? 

Yes,  it  has  been  a  year  since  ‘  ‘Cafe  Americain  ’ 
unhappily  closed  its  doors.  The  creative  cuisine 
and  urbane  environment  have  not  been 
duplicated  in  North  Beach.  Lesson:  Something 
good  needs  nurturing  to  grow  —  support  our 
local  businesses! 

On  a  happier  note,  Rick  and  EB  now  have  a 
gourmet  vegetable  business  which  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  sprout. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 


WANTED:  BRAZILIAN  WRITER 

Would  the  Brazilian  woman  with  her  own 
public  relations  firm  who  volunteered  to  sell 
Semaphore  ads  please  call  Cheryl  Bentley  at 
392-4081? 

Cheryl  lost  her  card  and  has  been  looking  for 
her  at  every  function,  but  so  far  no  luck. 

Any  one  else  who  would  like  to  sell  ads  would 
also  be  welcome.  The  Semaphore  is  always  in 
need  of  volunteers. 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)  392-1700 


Homemade  Pasta  & 
Pish  from  the 

rdClilC 


ServinV  continuously  from  11:30  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallc|0  Streets  1 41 5 1  434-2248 
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ubb&Ellis 

Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant 

Resident  and  Member  of  THD 
Specialist  in  Telegraph  Hill  Properties 

Grubb  &  Ellis  Company 
Residential  Properties  Division 


1823  Union  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  922-7100  •  Residence  (415)  391-8089 


Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 


PHONE  391-4249  732  BROADWAY 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  BULLETIN 

No.  1  May  1956 

David  My  rich,  Correspondent 

There  were  already  600  members  of  THD,  so, 
although  we  have  revolved,  we  cannot  be  said 
to  have  grown. 

The  Grant  Avenue  Pair  was  one  day  only,  and 
also  one  block,  Union  to  Green. 

An  11 -story,  30  unit  apartment  building  was  ap¬ 
proved  for  1255  Montgomery,  V2  block  south 
of  the  1943  40-foot  height  limit.  We’ll  hope  to 
learn  of  THD’s  victory  over  City  Hall  in  a  later 
issue. 

Although  the  dues  were  only  a  dollar,  Treasurer 
Dennis  Flynn  was  still  trying  to  collect  from 
many  members. 

Work  was  about  to  start  on  removing  the  street 
car  tracks  from  Stockton  and  Columbus; 
undergound  wires  were  ‘  ‘promised’  ’  for  Mont¬ 
gomery  Street;  and  a  decision  was  pending  as 
to  the  best  location  for  the  North  Beach 
Library. 

At  the  second  anniversary  party  on  April  10, 
1956,  new  officers  and  directors  were  elected. 
There  were  five  officers  vs.  eight  today;  10 
directors  vs.  8  today;  and  nine  committees  of 
which  Membership  and  Trees  are  the  only  two 
recognizable  in  today’s  organization. 

The  Historian 


RECYCLE  THOSE  SEMAPHORES 

If  any  of  you  have  old  Semaphores  you  don’t 
treasure,  will  you  recycle  them  to  our  files?  We 
have  the  required  two  copies  of  each  issues, 
but  no  spares  for  many  during  the  last  eight 
years.  If  there’s  no  one  home  they  will  be  quite 
safe  behind  the  jade  plant  at  276  Francisco  or, 
if  you  will  call  781-5221,  I’ll  pick  them  up. 
Thanks. 
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Rhoda  Robinson 


DON’T  CALL  IT  PIZZERIA 

Six  months  may  not  be  long  enough  to  make 
a  baby,  but  six  months  is  a  milestone  in  the  life 
of  a  restaurant.  Owners  Tony  Saroudi  and 
Richard  Saidi  of  Mamma  Mia’s  on  Broadway 
celebrated  their  first  six  months  in  November. 
In  addition  to  cultivating  repeat  customers, 
they  won  a  “Best  Pizza’’  award  from  the  S.F. 
Progress. 

Chef  Willy  Bishop,  who  has  lived  near  the  Kear¬ 
ny  Street  Steps  for  ten  years,  prepares  inexpen¬ 
sive,  authentic  Italian  dinners.  Eggplant  roll 
($3.75),  fettuccine  pesto  ($5.95),  spaghetti  con 
vongole  ($7.95)  were  some  of  the  items  our 
table  tasted  recently.  Willy  cooked  with 
Jeremiah  Tbwer  at  Chez  Panisse  in  the  seven¬ 
ties  but  owes  his  Italian  tastebuds  to  his  mother, 
who  was  from  Calabria.  Willy  buys  meat  and 
sausage  from  Iacoppi  —  the  best  in  S.F. 

Located  adjacent  to  Columbus  Books  on  Broad¬ 
way,  the  tiny  charming  restaurant  will  soon 
undergo  a  name  change.  So  look  for  a  new  awn¬ 
ing  next  to  the  bookstore  with  the  “La  Forchet- 
ta’  ’  where  you  will  find  a  room  built  for  good 
food  and  conversation. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 


GRANT  ANTIQUES  OPENS 
ANOTHER  STORE 

Congratulations  to  Dennis  Willis  and  Mickey 
Beck  of  Grant  Antiques  upon  their  opening  a 
second  store.  The  new  shop  is  at  425  Stockton 
right  after  the  tunnel  as  you  go  toward  Union 
Square. 

CLASSIFIED  ADS 

Tel.  Hill  Bed/brkft  studio  apt.  w/west  pano 
view,  kitch,  priv  bath.  THD  memb  disc. 
391-8089. 

Baldwin  silver  plated  student  flute.  $150. 
421-2452. 


CITY 

LIGHTS 

BOOKS 

A  Literary 
Meetingplace 
Since  1953 


261  Columbus  Avc. 
Son  Francisco  94133 
(415)  362-8193 
€very<k>v  10-m*dni9ht 


Victorian  Charm  at  Reasonable  Rates  in 
the  Heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

HdWiys  'tit,1?, 

-  hotel 

2237  Mason,  San  Francisco,  California  (415)  776-8688 
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Board  of  Directors’  Report 

September  —  Motions  Passed 

To  accept  the  following  recommendations 
regarding  412  Broadway: 

1.  Oppose  any  structures  over  40  feet  until 
reviewed. 

2.  Oppose  any  offices  in  the  building. 

3.  Oppose  lights  on  an  open  roof  area. 

4.  Insist  on  sound-proofing  for  all  four  sides 
of  the  parking  structure. 

5.  Insist  that  pedestrian  traffic,  as  well  as 
Broadway  auto  traffic  not  be  disrupted  by 
garage  traffic.  This  will  require  a  traffic 
study. 

The  owner  of  the  site  is  seeking  a  65  ft.  to  85 
ft.  garage  with  space  in  front  for  offices. 

Not  to  approve  the  complete  use  of  the  766 
Vallego  Garage  for  police  only  and  that  it  be 
left  for  public  parking  as  was  originally 
intended. 

Tb  s6ek  a  site  at  the  old  Safeway  Building  on 
Chestnut  and  Columbus  with  a  25  per  cent  af¬ 
fordable  housing. 

Tb  oppose  splitting  the  lot  at  368  Lombard. 

Motions  Denied 

None 

October  —  Motions  Passed 

Tb  donate  a  tree  to  Michelangelo  Park  for  a  cost 
of  $125. 

Motions  Denied 

None 

November  —  Motions  Passed 

None 

Motions  Denied 

None 


Editorial 

In  this  season  of  love  it  is  appropriate  to  thank 
all  of  those  who  have  made  the  Semaphore 
happen  over  the  past  years. 

Special  thanks  go  to: 

John  Dolan  who  turns  in  beautifully  typed 
copy  each  issue  and  who  has  never  missed  a 
deadline. 

Eric  Johnson,  who  is  the  Semaphore’s  efficient 
business  manager. 

Marsha  Garland,  who  informs  us  of  business 
news  and  picks  up  ads  for  us  along  the  way. 

Sheryl  Hamlin,  who  brims  over  with  initiative 
and  ideas  and  is  not  afraid  to  back  up  her  words 
with  hard  work. 

Kathleen  Cannon,  who  faithfully  writes  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Zoning. 

Rob  Freebaim-Smith,  who  is  ever  ready  to  con¬ 
tribute  an  article  or  sketch. 

Tferry  Achelis  and  Rozell  Overmire,  who  sell  ads. 

Kitty  Donnelly,  Rhoda  Robinson,  Gerry 
Crowley,  and  June  Fraps  who  always  come 
through. 

Our  printer  Printing  Place  and  our  typesetter 
Little  City,  both  of  whom  walk  the  extra  mile 
unasked. 

Jeanne  Milligan,  who  cheerfully  gives  of  her 
time. 

And  to  all  of  you  who  send  us  stories  and  give 
us  ideas.  Keep  the  stories  coming.  Without  you 
we  couldn’t  make  it. 

A  good,  happy  1989  to  all  our  friends. 

Cheryl  Bentley 
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Rooftop  Gardens  Are 
New  Wave  of  the  Future 

According  to  Hartmut  Gerdes  the  best  and  most 
aesthetic  way  for  San  Francisco  to  grow  is  on 
its  rooftops. 

In  a  film  he  made  and  showed  before  the  THD 
Board  at  the  October  meeting  Hartmut  pointed 
out  that  roofs  are  an  attractive  and  practical 
way  to  utilize  space  in  a  densely  populated  ci¬ 
ty.  Private  roofs,  roofs  in  the  Tfenderloin  for  the 
new  Asian  population  with  its  many  children, 


South  of  Market  rooftops  at  senior  housing 
were  shown  to  illustrate  ways  in  which  San 
Francisco  could  use  the  tops  of  its  structures. 

Obstacles  to  such  development  include  plan¬ 
ning  codes  and  Planning  Department  and 
Building  Department  problems.  Solutions  in¬ 
volve  creating  a  separate  code  section  for  roof¬ 
top  use  and  liberalizing  the  restrictions  that 
make  it  difficult  (especially  in  remodeling)  to 
develop  rooftops.  In  addition,  the  public  needs 
to  be  educated  regarding  the  benefits  of  roof¬ 
top  use. 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  TELEGRAPH  HILL  SINCE  1937 


BANK  OF  CANTON 


OF  CALIFOANIA 


OUR  LOW  COST  CREDIT  CARDS  SAVE  YOU  MONEY! 

14%  A.P.R.* 

5  Bay  Area  branches  to  serve  you. 

NORTH  BEACH  LOCATION  HEAD  OFFICE 

1301  Stockton  Street  555  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

Tel:  989-4088  ,  Member  FDIC 

Branch  Manager,  Larry  Chui  'subject  to  change 
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Joyce  Jones 
Personal  Assistant 

Checkbook  balancing,  insurance  form 
filing,  correspondence,  errands, 
arrangements,  household  management, 
home/office  organization,  and  much  more. 
Reasonable.  Excellent  references.  282-5730. 


LC  Graphics 

Quality  Computerized  Typesetting 


■  Typesetting 

■  Design 
H  Layout 

650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 
415/362-4562 


Cairns  Heads  Central  Station 

Consider  the  usual  Semaphore  interviewee.  Measur¬ 
ing  words,  trying  to  get  in  the  highlights  of  a  life 
without  appearing  boastful,  and  cautious.  After  all, 
what  is  said  will  likely  appear  in  print. 

Now  enter  Captain  Richard  J.  Cairns  for  his  inter¬ 
view.  Dressed  in  informal  street  clothes,  his  captain’s 
jacket  draped  unceremoniously  over  a  nearby  chair, 
Cairns  breezes  through  answers  spontaneously, 
seemingly  unconcerned  about  impressing  and  infor¬ 
ming  of  past  honors.  He  leans  back  in  his  chair  and 
with  a  relaxed  grin  awaits  the  next  question.  You 
get  the  feeling  that  somewhere  along  the  way  Cairns 
has  made  a  pact  with  life  that  he  is  going  to  epjoy 
it.  He  is  honest  and  direct  in  his  answers. 

Thke  the  matter  of  his  hunting.  He  has  just  returned 
from  a  game-hunting  trip  in  South-West  Africa.  Why 
does  he  er\joy  killing  animals?  He  ignores  the  intend¬ 
ed  sarcasm  in  the  question.  “It’s  fun,”  he  shrugs. 

Cairns  becomes  serious.  ‘‘Look,  I’m  not  stupid.  I 
know  how  people  feel  about  hunting.’  ’  But  like  it 
or  not,  people  will  have  to  take  him  as  he  is.  He  seems 
unwilling  to  sugarcoat  his  answer  to  please. 

The  captain  lists  the  high  points  of  his  career  without 
comment  —  patrol,  tactical  unit,  sergeant,  narcotics 
inspector,  intelligence  unit,  night  captain,  and  now 
captain  of  Central  since  March.  This  is  the  41-year- 
old  cop’s  fourth  stint  at  Central  after  having 
previously  served  as  patrolman  and  twice  as  lieute¬ 
nant  there.  The  only  time  he  elaborates  is  when  he 
explains  his  study  at  the  FBI  National  Academy.  ‘  ‘It’s 
the  Harvard  of  police  study.” 

But  his  present  assignment  as  captain  is  his  favorite. 

‘  ‘The  poorest  of  the  poor  to  the  super  rich  —  they’re 
all  here.  Being  captain  you  get  to  meet  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  and  do  so  many  things.” 

Cairns  sees  traffic  as  the  most  pressing  problem  in 
the  North  Beach/Iblegraph  Hill  area.  ‘‘There’s  no 
parking.  It’s  all  gridlock.  They  all  yell  at  me.  If  I  could 
solve  that  problem,  I  could  be  making  a  lot  of  money 
somewhere  else.” 

He  explains  that  solving  a  crime  is  far  easier  than 
tackling  the  parking  peril.  ‘‘With  a  crime  I  can 
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formulate  a  plan,  then  solve  the  crime.  Traffic?  There 
are  no  garages  —  everybody’s  going  to  park  on  the 
street.” 

The  captain  was  bom  in  San  Francisco,  attended 
Sacred  Heart,  and  received  his  degree  in  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice  from  Golden  Gate  University.  He 
started  working  on  an  M.A.  in  public  administration, 
but  has  yet  to  finish  it.  ‘‘One  of  these  days...”  he 
laughs. 

He  wanted  to  be  a  policeman  even  as  a  kid.  Cairns 
had  a  role  model  at  home.  His  mother  was  a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  deputy  sherriff .  ‘  ‘Woman  today  think  they’re 
pioneers,’  ’  he  says.  ‘  ‘My  mother  was  in  that  work  thir¬ 
ty  years  ago.” 

But  his  life  is  not  just  police  work.  Outside  of  the 
job  he  enjoys  karate,  marathon  running,  and  above 
all,  traveling.  Besides  Africa,  he  has  been  to  Brazil, 
Bogota,  Europe,  Vietnam,  and  Australia. 

Why  does  he  like  to  travel?  Again  the  shrug,  and  the 
answer,  ‘‘It’s  fun.” 

Cairns’  well-muscled  arm  waves  an  article  on 
Sumatra  that  has  just  appeared  in  the  Sunday  travel 
section.  ‘  ‘This  is  where  I  want  to  go  next.’  ’  Indeed, 
this  active  man  would  probably  love  to  test  himself 
against  the  jungles  of  Sumatra.  Through  his  police 
work  and  hobbies  Cairns  seems  to  welcome  physical 
challenges. 

Not  one  for  introspection,  he  grins.  ‘  ‘  You  gotta  keep 
moving.  Right?” 


SAFEWAY  PARKING  LOT 

The  developer  who  bought  the  former  Safeway 
property  on  Chestnut  and  Columbus  has  leased 
the  lot  to  City  Park  for  three  years. 

This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  park 
reasonably  in  SF.  The  rate  is  $4.00  per  day  and 
$50.00  monthly  (24  hours).  Walk  or  MUNI  to 
the  financial  districts,  wharf,  or  Union  Square. 

Contact  Tim  Leon  at  495-3909. 


Grant  Antiques 

We  Buy— Sell— Trade 

1415  Grant  Avenue  Dennis  WUMa-Mickey  Beck 

425  Stockton  Street  Open  Afternoons  ft  Evenings 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  956-2191 


EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 

1424  GRANT  AVE  S  F  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS 

SAVINGS 

s~0  Loan  A— ooanon 


MARIN 

SAVINGS 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People ” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 
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OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
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1800  Mason  at  Union  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  982-5728 


Sheryl  Hamlin 
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Washington  Square  , 

Bar^Grill. 

Xs 

Washinguxi 
Square 
^  Pari 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

m 

Union 

I  ^ 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

American  Country  Cooking 
Telephone:  77&-KAH 

FISHERMAN'S  WHARF 


SRQAOWMr 


SAY  ST 


23301WU3R3T 
FRANOBCO 


MICHELE  FERRANTE 


OWNER 


ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
CHICKEN  ROTISSERIE 


Take  Out 

Home  Delivery  by  “ Waiters  on  Wheels” 

495-2833 


659  UNION  SI  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  GA  94133  •  (415)  4344472 


Semaphore  Staff 


Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

Business  Manager 

Eric  Johnson 


Advertising  Coordinator 

Melissa  Crowley 

Ad  Staff 

Tferry  Achelis 
Rozell  Overmire 
Steven  Hord 
Hope  Greenhill 


Typesetting 

LC  Graphics 


Contributors 


Kathleen  Cannon 
Melissa  Crowley 
Kitty  Donnelly 
David  Gladstone 
Sheryl  Hamlin 


Jim  Miller 
June  Osterberg 
Rhoda  Robinson 
Cindy  Shafer 
David  Wise 


SOCIAL  COMMITTEE  NEWS 

In  November  Director  of  City  Planning  Dean 
Macris  spoke  at  our  general  membership 
meeting  at  Northern  Lights. 

Mayor  Art  Agnos  has  agreed  to  speak  at  our 
next  general  membership  meeting  tentatively 
scheduled  for  Monday,  January  30. 

The  Social  Committee  hopes  that  you  enjoyed 
the  holiday  spirit  at  our  Christmas  Party  at 
Julius  Castle  on  December  11 .  Thanks  go  to  Jef¬ 
fery  Pollack  for  his  hospitality. 

Happy  1989  to  all. 
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Gerry  Crowley 


The  Original  Mama 

Any  first-time  diner  at  Mama’s  on  Washington 
Square  won’t  soon  forget  the  warm,  cozy, 
homelike  atmosphere  of  the  little  restaurant. 
That’s  been  true  for  the  36  years  it’s  been  in 
existence  —  at  any  time,  there  will  be  at  least 
a  customer  or  two  who  have  been  coming  to 
the  place  since  it  first  opened.  And  yes,  there 
really  is  a  Mama.  She’s  Fran  Sanchez  and  she 
and  her  family  —  including  eight  children  — 
have  run  the  Mama’s  restaurant  since  1958. 

“At  that  time,’’  says  Mrs.  Sanchez,  “We  had  a 
little  neighborhood  ice  cream  shop  here,  when 
North  Beach  was  really  a  neighborhood.  Peo¬ 
ple  would  stroll  around  Washington  Square  in 
the  evenings,  and  then  come  in  here  for 
‘  ‘goodies’  ’  before  going  home.  At  that  time,  the 
Salesian  Boys  Club  was  in  full  swing;  Angelo 
Fusco  was  the  director,  keeping  all  the  im¬ 
migrant  boys  occupied,  and  they,  too,  were  our 
customers.  Our  ice  cream  shop  was  their 
neighborhood  hangout. 

‘  ‘We  ran  the  ice  cream  shop  for  about  19  years, 
and  then  as  the  ice  cream  business  changed, 
we  felt  a  need  to  do  something  new  here  on 
the  corner,  so  we  started  this  little  restaurant 
that  my  husband  named  Mama’s. 

“When  we  opened  in  the  late  sixties,  the  suc¬ 
cess  was  so  genuine. .  .Our  family  was  working 
together,  all  our  eight  children,  during  a  dif¬ 
ficult  time  when  many  other  families  were 
breaking  up.  But  something  clicked  —  it  was 
good  timing.  All  we  knew  about  the  restaurant 
business  was  what  we  knew  about  serving  at 
home  to  all  those  children. 

“At  a  certain  point,  on  our  awnings  outside, 
I  tacked  on  the  words,  ‘American  cuisine’,  at 
a  time  before  anybody  knew  there  was  an 
American  cuisine.  Friends  used  to  say  ‘Fran! 
That’s  embarrassing!  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
American  cuisine,’  but  all  I  was  trying  to  say 
was  that  everyone  from  all  over  the  country 
who  comes  to  this  little  place  is  smitten  with 


•  ROSSI’S  • 

SUPER  MARKET 

Groceries  &  Produce 
Gourmet  Foods 
Free  Delivery 

627  Vallejo  St.  &  Columbus 
986-1068 


Restaurant  &  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a.m. 


Corner  of  Union  &  Powell 


Telephone  4  34-2900 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 
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our  freshness,  and  all  we’re  serving  is  the  local 
stuff.  Of  course,  now  ‘California  cuisine’  is  a 
big  deal.  But  a  lot  of  friends  in  the  business  and 
in  the  press,  food  critics  and  so  forth,  have 
always  credited  us  with  this  freshness  thing. 
Although  we  never  took  the  next  step,  which 
was  to  become  the  genius  of  Alice  Waters.  We 
just  did  our  little  thing  here  in  a  very  simple 
style.  The  food  was  what  it  was. .  .but  it  was  con¬ 
sistently  good.” 

Only  a  year  or  so  after  its  opening,  Mama’s  had 
both  Macy’s  and  Saks  Fifth  Avenue  hot  on  its 
trail,  and  the  Sanchezes  decided  to  open 
another  restaurant  in  Macy’s  Cellar.  After  that, 
the  rocket  that  was  Mama’s  kept  right  on  go¬ 
ing  —  new  restaurants  opened  in  five  other 
Macy’s  stores,  two  I.  Magnin  stores,  and  one  in 
the  Stanford  Shopping  Center.  In  1975,  the  San¬ 
chezes  opened  Mama’s  on  Nob  Hill,  a  place 
alight  with  brass  and  candles,  a  sophisticated 
younger  sister  of  the  homey  little  place  on  the 
Square. 

‘‘During  our  growth  period,”  continues  Mrs. 
Sanchez,  ‘‘we  managed  to  carry  the  essence 
of  this  little  comer  to  every  one  of  our  new 
locations.  It  was  doubtful  in  everyone’s  minds 
that  we  could  do  that  —  I  remember  Herb 
Caen  said  in  his  column  that  now  that  we  were 
in  Macy’s  Cellar,  there  was  no  way  we  could 
produce  all  that  freshness  on  a  large  scale.  But 
we  did!  We  shopped  daily  for  that  restaurant, 
just  as  we  did  here.  And  everything  was  cooked 
fresh.” 

As  the  Macy’s  leases  ran  out,  the  Sanchezes 
closed  the  restaurants  there.  ‘  ‘When  a  Macy’s 
lease  ran  out,  they  were  always  ready  to  take 
a  new  direction,  as  they  did  downtown.  When 
we  closed  our  large  restaurant  down  there  in 
January  1987,  Macy’s  had  plans  for  a  new 


look  —  that’s  the  nature  of  their  business.  But 
you  know,  they’ll  probably  never  have  a 
restaurant  down  there  that  will  bring  in  the 
revenue  as  Mama’s  did.” 

Now  there  are  two  Mama’s  remaining  —  Little 
Mama’s  on  Washington  Square  and  one  at 
Geary  and  Mason,  where  Salvatore  diGrandi, 
the  head  chef  who  has  been  with  the  San¬ 
chezes  for  eighteen  years,  still  works  his 
culinary  magic. 

Mama’s  is  definitely  a  family  affair.  The  ‘  ‘man 
in  charge’  ’  is  Mrs.  Sanchez’s  husband,  Michael, 
who  started  the  ice  cream  shop  back  in  the  fif¬ 
ties.  Their  oldest  son,  Michael,  is  the  baker  and 
in  charge  of  the  downstairs  kitchens,  and  son 
Vincent  works  in  a  management  advisory  role 
with  his  father.  Their  daughter  Liz  worked  for 
the  company  until  recently,  when  she  married 
and  moved  to  Baris;  daughter  Lynn  is  a  hostess, 
and  daughters  Leuer  and  Elena  run  Mama’s  on 
Washington  Square. 

‘  ‘And  I  guess  you  could  call  me  the  overseer,’  ’ 
says  Mrs.  Sanchez.  ‘‘I  work  at  the  downtown 
store  in  the  morning,  overseeing  the  food, 
training  the  staff.  In  the  afternoon  I  come  down 
to  little  Mama’s,  and  get  ready  for  the  dinner 
business.” 

We  asked  Mrs.  Sanchez  about  the  menu  — 
especially,  the  origin  of  the  sandwich  names 
like  ‘‘John  the  Gardener”  and  ‘‘Slim  Joe’s.” 

‘‘John  was  the  gardener  over  in  Washington 
Square,  a  darling  fellow  who  came  in  regular¬ 
ly,  and  when  he  did,  the  girls  would  go  all  out 
when  they  made  a  sandwich  for  him,  so  we 
created  one  called  ‘John  the  Gardener.’  And  of 
course,  we  had  lots  of  variations  on  our  ‘Slim 
Joe’  sandwich.  I  think  you  had  to  be  San  Fran¬ 
ciscan  to  really  appreciate  the  origin  of  that 
name  —  about  15  years  ago,  a  favorite 
restaurant  was  Joe’s  on  Broadway,  right  next 
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to  Vanessi’s,  and  they  had  a  great  hamburger 
—  a  huge  thing  —  that  they  served  on  a  big 
hunk  of  french  bread,  and  we  decided  to  do 
a  version  of  it  that  we  called  the  Slim  Joe.  Same 
hamburger,  same  grilled  onions,  but  we  served 
it  on  a  slim  baguette.  And  then  we  had  another 
sandwich  call  Mary’s  Slim  for  Jim,  because  we 
had  a  girl  named  Mary  working  for  us,  and  she 
had  a  boyfriend  named  Jim  who  always 
ordered  the  Slim  Jim  —  except  that  Mary 
would  load  it  up  with  mushrooms  and  tomatoes 
and  green  onions  —  and  a  new  sandwich  was 
born.” 

But  Mama’s  isn’t  just  a  breakfast  and  luncheon 
place.  The  Washington  Square  Mama’s  has 
recently  begun  serving  dinner,  5:00-9:00  pm, 
Monday  through  Friday.  Mama  herself  is  there, 
personally  overseeing  the  kitchen  and  dining 
room. 

4  ‘And  a  couple  of  nights  a  week  a  young  man 
from  the  neighborhood,  Jeff  Chin,  plays 
classical  guitar  in  the  restaurant.  And  besides 
our  regular  menu,  we’re  beginning  to  do  a  lit¬ 
tle  Mexican  food,  and  some  Italian  pasta. 

“Little  Mama’s,  right  here  on  Washington 
Square,  is  probably  everyone’s  favorite,’  ’  con¬ 
tinues  Mrs.  Sanchez.  “It’s  always  felt  so  com¬ 
fortable.  Celebrities  seem  to  drop  by,  of  course, 
but  you  know,  there’s  never  a  time  when  I  walk 
in  here  that  there  is  isn’t  a  table  with  friends 
of  36  years  ago  sitting  there,  customers  who 
still  love  it.  It’s  nostalgic  here.  The  devotion  that 
our  family  put  into  it  25  years  ago  is  still  here. 
That’s  the  important  thing  to  remember.” 

If  you  haven’t  experienced  Mama’s,  or  if  it’s 
been  a  while  since  you’ve  been  in,  come  and 
eryoy  the  atmosphere,  and  the  food  like  your 
Mama  used  to  make  —  or  like  you  wish  she’d 
made. 


Melissa  Crowley 


Theresa  M.  Flores 
415)  781-4811 


571  Columbus 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


THE  ORGANIZER 

•  Budget  Finances 

•  Manage  Accounts  Payable/Accounts 
Receivable 

•  Balance  Bookkeeping  Records 

•  Systematize  Monthly  Records 

•  Prepare  and  File  Employee  Taxes 

•  Compile  Business/Personal  Records  for  Taxes 

•  Untangle,  Update,  and  Organize  All  Data 

•  Execute  All  Aspects  of  Correspondence 

•  Meticulously  Tend  Business  and  Social 
Calendars 

•  Your  Home/Office  or  Mine 

GAYLE  BECKER  564-4514 


Speedy'S  7816168 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 
Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


Open 

7 

Days 


RESTAURANT  ll  BAR 


788-4055 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

WE  DELIVER 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 
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Next  Upcoming  Event 

Membership  Dinner 

January  30  -  Art  Agnos  Guest  Speaker 
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